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Soviet military leaders urge Increased civil defense effartg 

Or ih April, both Pravda and Bod Star carried accounts of a civil 
defense seating of the Moscow Oblast Defease Group (AKTlf)* The meting 
was addressed by Marshal Kallnovskl, chief of the Soviet ground forces. 
Col. Gen. Balov, 00SAAF chief, and Maj, Gen* Fllippenko, earlier 
identified as a tank division commander, The speakers apparently criti- 
cised BGSAAP and othar organisations in civil defense training. They 
also called for increased civil defense work strong the population 
coupled with wider use of retired and reserve generals for this training. 
According to Idle articles, the Moscow Oblast DOSAAF and led Crow have 
11,000 primary organisations with 1,500,000 senders engaged in civil 
defame activities, ^oacow Oblast population! 10,902,000. 3/7 

This is the first indication of increased civil defense activities 
noted in the Soviet popular daily press in recant maths. (C Moscow 
MA 115, 27 April 1957) 

COMMENTS l 

Keyed to the recent acknowledgement that the TF53R faces atomic 
attack in case of general war, it is probable that Soviet leaders hope 
farther to widen public participation in civil defense train! ag at this 
time. 

There is little doubt that the Soviets have embarked. on a pragma 
which is aimed at giving every citiaen In the IBS! a measure of atomic 
civil defense training. The U^SR can require civil defense service by 
law. 7j Publications and broadcasts k/ have repeatedly emphasised 
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that all the population mast receive appropriate defence training. Mont 
popular level civil defense training is the responsibility of !503AAFj 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent societies having responsibility for first 
aid training and the preparation of .'sadical auxiliaries. 

Training cf ?XJSAAF instructors in Moscow for civil defease against 
atomic weapons was first disclosed in a »id-1955 issue of Voyaaniys 2naM.ya » 
a TOSAAF awMrthly.J/ Local DOSAAF courses for the training of Instructor# 
rare reported during 1956, $/ and sees aoti-atoraie defense trainif^ for 
"workers* J/ was probably carried on in enterprises by DOSAAF unite. J/ 
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This meeting of defense activists of the Moscow' Oblast follows a 
elailar conference at Kiev (Jan 25). Listed as attending the Slav Oblast 
conference were DOSAAF leaders, chairmen of city and rayon Executive 
Comttteoe, seeretarlee of the Oblast and rayon Party Gowaitteee, and 
Marshals Budenny and dmikev. U/ It seams probable that startler con- 
ferences would be held nearly concurrently in other large cities. 

It is noteworthy that leading top-level military figures have 
given speeches and published articles urging increased attention to 
civil defense during 1956 and 1957. 12/ Reserve officers and ran- 
commissioned officers have been urged to assist DOSAAF in the past. 13/ 
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The present article specifies that assistance should be sought from 
reserve and retired generals. It thus appears that the current civil 
defense campaign has the full support of the military and that other- 
wise inactive generals will take part in the civil defense program to furnish 
prestige and leadership for an expanding training program. They will 
also be better prepared for active leadership in oase of future emergency 
when they might be called on to perform duties related to civil defense 
in the son® of the interior. 









